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had  the approval of Loyola.    Its effect  on  the religious  life   of Italy was great,  especially  after   the .stringency of its proceedings had been increased by Caraffa on his elevation to the Papacy as Paul IV., and again by Pius V., after an interval of comparative moderation..    The statement that, after the death of the   last-named Pope (1572), no capital punish-' ment was  inflicted in the states  of  the Church on account of  religious  charges,  is  incorrect;   but  the instances in which the penalty of death was inflicted by the Eoman Inquisition were beyond dispute comparatively few.    The numbers of its victims were not here, as in Spain, swelled by two ill-fated large alien nationalities, but were made up entirely of those suspected of Protestant views, or of the various shades of skepsis, classed together under the convenient name of atheism.    Both Lutheranism and Calvinism incon-testably counted numerous adherents in the towns of almost  every part of Italy ; moreover, the  tendency to independence of religious thought must have received some encouragement  from  the infusion  of a strong element of liberalism into the composition of the Sacred College.    The men in whom a popular Italian reformation movement, had such a thing been .possible, might   have found   its   natural leaders, fled for their, lives from the Inquisition, taking refuge at .the very hearths of the heresies which it denounced. Bernardino  Ochino,  after many  adventures,  reached Switzerland,  which,  with other Protestant countries, sheltered him for the long remainder of his life (to 1568).    Peter-Martyr (Vermigli), summoned like him to Rome, likewise found a refuge at Geneva, whence